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Rail plan
‘could
reduce
traffic’

A MNEW pail link heiwesen
Bicester and Oxford coudd poten-
tinlly see G581 fewer commuber
tars using the rosds by 2006 5
drivers switch to the train.

Chiltern Raflways has submii-
tedl plars o the Government to
crixte o new roate betwean
Oxfisrd and Lovsdon Maryl charse,
win Bivester:

Il the schame gets the go-
ahead, passengors will be nble to
teaved from Bioostor bo Oxdord s
uat 14 minutes

A new sttion nake the Wator
Eaton Park and Ride site will
MEAR journeye tn the capital
will fake 58 minutez and the
xford-to-Marylahone trip &5
il

The rail firm peadicts there
conld be 550 less car faurneys in
peak teavel times by 2016 in
Horth Dafondshine

Crefiordehire County Council
estimains [had at the mamsent, on
weekdays belwesn Bam and Sm,
Aboat 1,368 vehicles use the 441,
heading  sonthbound  from
Blegster

It Ve about 2429 matorists
use the A% near Wesbon-om-the-
Green, with 790 using the A
south of Pear Tres, and 744
using b AJ1E5 ot Water Eaton,

Chiltérn  Eailways  senming
devilopment manager  Allen
Dare sAll commuting betwesn
Bicester ami Oxford weuld be
much eaejer and the pew il
route wollkd have an impact on
traffic om ihe A3

He said. "By 2006, our comput.
er modils forecast an wldifiona
1,200 rafl journsys in 1he morn.
ing peak bour Bam to 9am.
dcross novth Oxfordsire,

“This mcludes Local rall jour
'S om Eha tew powte boiwesn
Bicester and Ouxdord, and also
new longer<listance rail jour-
neys from the area, such as
Water Eaton Parkway to Londun
o Dford to High

“In grmeral wa expeot that &
pet cent of this will be trars-
tegred from cars.

“B0 there will be around K5
lpgs car journeys aoross norlh
Unfotdshire in the peak bour by
HIIA, althorgh wa cannot bo ops
chlbe that these would all be an
the A%

Ian Hudspeth, Oxfordshire
Counity Council's cabitet mesn-
her for prowth and isfrastrue-
tare, eaid that with thaousands of
new homes dise to e bt across
the pounty, Enproving transpoct
betwern Bicester and Oxlord
and elsewhere would be a chal.

lenge.

He sald: “The council sup.
ports Chiltern Railways' plans
i principle bt inevitably a
miajor scheme awch as this will
have a number of seeomdary
effects an the environment, and
the people of Dhdondshim,

“As & comsultes on the plans,
wa are at this stage looking
clasely at the detalls of the appli-
cathon before deciling on our
Formal resporse.”




